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GALATIANS vi. 19. 


LET US NOT BE WEARY IN WELL DOING. 


＋ HE two preceding verſes 1ntro- 
| duce this Admonition with an Image 

drawn from the Labor and Expectation of 
Perſons, who cultivate the ground. I barſo- 
ever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 
This; was evident to common obſervation; and 
the ſucceſs of the Huſbandman being precari- 
ous, it muſt have been likewiſe obſerved, that 


he ſometimes grew weary and diſpirited, upon 


finding the Produce of his labor uncertain. 
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The Apoſtle applies this to the Duties of 
the Chriſtian life. Let us not be Weary 1 in well 
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doing, for in due time we ſhall reap, if we 
faint not, As the Huſbandman's Labors, 


though ſometimes unſucceſsful, are rewarded 
upon the whole, fo the Chriſtian's Patience 
and Perſeverance, however tried and diſ- 
n at times, ſhall in the end be crowned 


4 


— 


WELL DoING comprehends the whole Duty 
of man, to God, his Neighbour and bimWWf; 
for he is certainly doing, all the good required 
of him, when he duly honours his God, does 
Juſtice and ſhews mercy to his Fellow creature, 
and provides for his own real welfare. When 
one of theſe duties is repreſented, as a ſufficient 
ſupply for the reſt, then Religion is imper- 
fectly taught, or profeſſed, But the Apoſtle 
"_ here directed his Precept to the par- 


ticular | 


1 


ticular habit of Beneficence, by adding in the 


next verſe, At we have opportunity, let us do 
good unto all men, it will not derogate from 
the importance of any other duty, if we con- 
fine our preſent thoughts to this. 


My text leads us to conſider, and obviate, 


the danger of Wearineſs in well doing to Man- 


kind. We ſeem to have no preſſing reaſon, 
from obſervation upon our Age and Country, 
to apprehend any ſuch danger. The Evi- 
dences continually before us, of public and 
private Charity, appear ſufficient to keep all 
| ſuſpicion at a diſtance, that men will ever 
grow weary of doing ſo much honour to their 
Country, and ſo much good to their own 
Souls. AE 


But if there be any thing in the Character 


of the preſent times, which may gradually 


weaken 
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weaken the Spirit, and obſtruct the Exertions, 
of Chriſtian Charity, we ſhall be well em- 
ployed, in taking occaſion from the advice 
before us, to obſerve and guard againſt any 
Symptom of the kind. I ſhall therefore beg 
your attention to two appearances, very un- 
favorable, in the end, to the Beneficence, ſo 
conſpicuous at preſent ; I mean the Propt- 
GALITY and the IXRELIOIOx of the times. 


I. If we confider, how many of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who have it moſt in their power to do 
good, are earneſtly employed in diſſipating their 
Fortunes; how many expenſive Pleaſures, 
barely tolerable by great Wealth, have, within 
memory, been invented, or improved, and 


propagated among the ſubordinate Claſſes of 


men; there will at leaſt appear to be a wider 
Channel open, to divert the abundance of the 
Rich, 
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Rich, and the acquiſitions of Induſtry in other 
ranks, from the courſe they have hitherto ſo 
laudably taken. A diſtreſſed fellow- creature, 
who offers to his Superiors the pleaſure of do- 


ing good, will become a Moleſtation to the 
beſt Character we can ſuppoſe engaged in rui- 


nous Follies; the Poor and Needy, who have 
Claims upon him, will in time be reduced to 
aggravate the known Miſery of their Condi- 
tion, by the uncomfortable reflection, that 
they are deſtitute of their Reſource in him, 


without having done any thing to alienate 
him from them. 


Ho ſhall we obviate this impending dan- 
ger to the exerciſe of Chriſtian Charity? If 
religious Arguments were advanced, they 
would be ſet at defiance by perſons, keen in 
their purſuit of what are pretended to be the 
Proper enjoyments of the World; and pru- 

dential 
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 dential conſiderations, can have nd weight 
againſt determined profeſſed imprudence. It 
remains therefore only to expoſe the Principle 


of ſo much miſchief, for the ſake of better 
Characters. N | | 


We may begin with aſſerting, that abundant 
wealth is not an abſolute ProrERTY, but a 
TzusT. It is at the diſpoſal of the Poſſeſſor, 
but under certain Limitations. Religion calls 
upon him, as accountable for it to Gop; and 
Society- intimates a Claim to ſome ſhare in it, 
by cenſuring loudly the Miſapplication of it. 
Some very free Governments proceed farther, 
in reſtraining Prodigality by fumptuary Laws, 
upon the Principle of more Tenderneſs for the 
laſting Happineſs of their Subjects, than for 
the laufulneſe, which men are apt to plead, of 

doing what ad will with their own. 


T he 


l 
The Jewiſh Legiſlator concludes from the 


perpetual ſucceſſion of Poor in the land, 


that, as they cannot be rooted out, they muſt 


be ſupported; and where is the Fund for the 


relief of ſo Many, but in the Abundance of 
the Rich? So that no wealth, in ſtrictneſs, 


belongs wholly to the Poſſeſſor. He owes it, 
ſo faras it is juſtly acquired, to the Almighty 
Hand, which bleſſed either his Anceſtors or 
him with Health and Activity; to the civil 
Conſtitution, which protects his Poſſeſſion of 


it; and his poor fellow- creatures, without 


whom he can but ill ſupport the advantages 


of Superiority, have a Claim upon him for a 
conſiderable ſhare, He has therefore no Right 
to conſume the whole of his Subſtance in Plea- 
ſures and Follies. | 


We may next aſk the Queſtion, Is uninter- 


rupted pleaſure the End of our Exiſtence? 
B There 
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There is no ground for ſuppoſing it in the na- 
ture of thoſe pleaſures, for the fake of which 
it is pretended ; and there is no evident truth 
in the opinion, that any of us are born to a 
total Exemption from Labour and Care. La- 

bour and Care are in ſome part of their lives 
the lot of all men, in order either to procure 
their Suſtenance, or preſerve their Health. 


Nor is this Self- preſervation the only em- 
ployment deſigned for Man. All men, and 


none ſo much as the wealthy and powerful, 
appear, from the Conſtitution of this world, 
deſtined to attend to the wants of others, 
which it demands time and thought to diſco- 
ver, as well as to relieve, in proportion to their 
different pretenſions. This being manifeſtly 
the deſign of Providence, in permitting the 
unequal diſtribution of things, it is ſo very in- 
jurious to ſet aſide the real Wants of our 

Neighbour, 


111 


Neighbour, for imaginary wants of our own 

creating, that, if any ſhould periſh, whom we 
had power and opportunity to preſerve, the 
neglect, if wilful, would approach to Murder. 


Then as to the nature and conſequences of 
many things, which fall under the Idea of 
Pleaſure, we obſerve, that ſome enervate the 
Man, both in Mind and Body, betore he arrives 
at the Prime of either ; ſome, with compara- 
tive pretenſions to innocence, are notoriouſly 
frivolous and uſeleſs. We ſometimes ſee an 
intelligent Being, qualified to apply his heart 
unto Wiſdom, by duly numbering his days, 
who premeditates, how to waſte them, for the 


ole purpoſe of getting rid of time, as if Life 


were a Grievance, 


All other Animals, and moſt other things, 


are of ſome uſe. It is often the diſtinction of 


B 2 Perſons 
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Perſons devoted to their pleaſures, that they 
are of none. The Community is hurt by their 
Example; their diſtreſſed fellow- creature 
hath not the Refuge in them, to which their 


fortune intitles him; and at laſt, after they 
have conſumed it all in riotous living, of 


which we experience inſtances, his Caſe muſt 
become deſperate, with reſpe& to them, and 
as many as imitate them. So far the exerciſe 
of Chriſtian Charity, in relieving the wants 
of other men, may be pronounced in danger 
from the diſſolute PxopDIGALIT v of the times. 


II. The other ann Gemnidable to the 
Beneficence, reſulting from our Religion, is 


the growing ſpirit, or perhaps the Affectation, 
of IXRELIOION. It is certain, that, if once a 
conſiderable number of men ſeriouſly profeſs 
this, or if it only becomes matter of Pride to 
aſſume the appearance of it, the geunine | 
by Marks. 


EW 1 
Marks or Effects of Religion muſt ſoon diſap- 
pear. There is a ſort of Conſiſtency, to 
which men will be driven by their Pride; 
when they are aſhamed of their Dependance 
upon, or Obligation to God, they will feel a 
reluctance to render unto Him the things that 
are His; and then they can no longer conſider 
Lazarus at the gate asa Claimant upon them, 
in His name, and for His ſake. 


Conſtitutional good humour may, at times, 
break out in generous acts, notwithſtanding 
the abſence of religious motives. . But the 
numbers of the Unhappy are too great, and 
their Wants too many and preſſing, to be 
relieved by the precarious liberality of here 
and there an Individual. They require a per- 


manent, uniform Principle of Benevolence in a 
Community, and Chriſtian Religion is that 
Principle, It is adapted at all times to any 

Extremity 
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Extremity of their condition; whereas the 
Spirit of Irreligion is, in moſt inſtances, too 
cold to be applied, with comfort or effect, to 
even their common neceſſities. 


Let us only conſider ſome of the operations 
of our Religion, with reſpect to Charity, in 
order to expoſe the danger of diſcarding ſo va- 
luable a Guide of life. 


One predominant and peculiar affection of 
Chriſtianity is Huwitity, the Director and 
Aſſiſtant of Chriſtian Charity. Humility feels 
and acknowleges the Infirmities, Diſtreſſes 
and Caſualties incident to human nature. It 
will not ſuffer us to diflemble the Equality of 
mankind in thoſe reſpects ; and ſo it removes 
from our hearts one great impediment to a 


charitable diſpoſition. 


Compare 
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Compare this with the Workings of a mind, 
inſenſible to the Principles and peculiar Vir- 
tues of Chriſtianity. It is generally abandoned 
to that Spirit of Pride, which has early acceſs 
into the mind of man, and, among other 
Evils, introduces a falſe Delicacy and an Af- 
fectation of natural Superiority, which our 


whole condition expoſes as ridiculous, and 


againſt which the condition of the Poor ex- 
claims, as unjuſt and unmerciful. 


Want, in every ſhape, bearing an indelicate 
aſpect, attention to it muſt be precluded in 
the minds of Perſons, who would be thought 

- unacquainted with it. If the want proceeds 


from thoſe infirmities of our nature, to which 


all men are ſubject, the Idea of it is too 
humiliating to be entertained in ſuch minds, -— 
till God in his Juſtice, or his Goodneſs, brings 

the 
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the ſenſe of thoſe infirmities nearer home, and 
opens the heart to Commiſeration. 


In proportion, as Pride lifts men up above 
the Truth of their condition, it muſt render 
them inſenſible to other moral Duties, which 
ſuppoſe an accountable and dependent State. 
But in proportion, as it removes the Neceſſi- 
ties of the Poor at a diſtance from their 
thoughts, it has a tendency to affect the whole 
Order of Society, the bands of which muſt be 
diſſolved, if the Rich and the Poor ceaſe to 
meet together, when Want on one fide, and 
Abundance on the other open a natural Com- 
munication, Public Charities then, and even 
a perſevering attention to private wants, muſt 
originate from a principle, more uniform and 
ſtable, than either a flow of. animal Spirits, 
reſulting from bodily Heath, or a Reaſoning 

mind 
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mind without Religion, Neither of them will 


operate to the production of a good W of 
great Extent and long Duration. 


The Precepts of the Goſpect direct, and the 
Hopes of it animate us, to the ſublimeſt efforts 
of Beneficence. There will not be a want 

unrelieved, nor a diſtreſs uncomforted, with- 
in the reach of a good Chriſtian, who can 
afford the Relief, or adminiſter the comfort. 
His Humility will diſpoſe him to attend to 
the loweſt Exigencies of hs neighbour, and 
his Charity will impel him to immediate 
and unwearied ſuecour. The Relief of human 
Miſeries was even among the Evidences, to 
which our Lord himſelf appealed, in proof, 
that he was the Meſſiah ; and whoever ſeri- 
ouſly recollects, how 8 he recom- 
mends to us the poor, the naked, the hungry, 
the ſick, and the unfortunate, will neither turn 

C away 
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away his Eyes, nor divert his Mind, nor with. 
hold a part of his Subſtance from them, 


So inexhauſtible a Fountain of Mercy is the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, wherever it is generally and 
fincerely profeſſed. And this being the diſtinc- 

tion of our Religion from all others, they, 
who are active in undermining the Credit of 
it, are very ill employed, either as Philofo- 
phers, or as Members of the Society of Chriſ- 
tians, among whom they live. I may add, 
that, Liberality to the Poor being fo eſſential 
to the Practice, and a genuine Offspring of 
the Principles of Chriſtianity, we have one 
further Motive, beſides the TRurk of our Re- 
ligion, for uniting to preſerye it in the world, 
and to preſerve ourſelves from the Contagion 
of ſuch bad Example, as may tend to render us 


weary in well doing. 


Hitherto, 
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Hitherto, God be praiſed, our national Spi- 
rit of Benevolence has ſtood the teſt of a pre- 
vailing Diſſipation, and a growing Spirit of 
Irreligion; and whilſt Chriſtianity retains its 
influence over the minds of any conſiderable 
number of men, they will ſpread the know- 
ledge and practice of it, as far as the preſent 
ſtate of the world will permit Piety and Vir- 
tue to go; they will continue the Promoters 
of charitable Deſigns, and, as theſe muſt lan- 
guiſh, in proportion to the prevalency of Irre- 
ligion and diſſolute manners, they will ſtudy 
to continue united, as Friends to Chriſ- 
tianity. 5 


Ihe ſeveral Modes of doing good to man- 
kind, by Juſtice and Generoſity, by mutual 
Good will, good Offices, and good Words, 
may ſubſiſt, and cement a Community, with- 


out any other ſocial Exertion for the purpoſe, 
02: than 
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than the fair Diſtribution of Praiſe and Cen- 
ſure. But the Numbers of the Poor being ſo 
large, and their Wants ſo various, it is much 
too great an undertaking for Individuals, to 
relieve all within only their own ſphere of 
Action. Hence public Eſtabliſhments were 
naturally thought of, as we advanced in the 


Reformation of Religion, and made a progreſs 
in Civiliſation and Wealth; and this great 


commercial City, after having been early deco- 
rated and benefitted by permanent Inſtitutions 
of the kind, hath diſtinguiſhed itſelf, in our 
times, by voluntary Contributions towards 
an additional Charity, of amazing Extent. 


The Poor have, for forty years paſt, had 
reaſon to bleſs the liberal hands, which have 


here cheerfully removed from them the moſt 
diſtreſſing circumſtances of their condition. 


N ear half a million of Diſeaſed have been 


relieved, 
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relieved, within that ſpace of time, by the 
voluntary Contribution of the wealthy, the 


generous, the humane, and the Chriſtian Mem- 
bers of this Community. 


It is remarkable, and deſerves the higheſt 
Commendation, that this Unanimity in doing 
good has ſubſiſted among Men, not cordially 
united in other reſpects, Men of different Sen- 
timents, both Religious and Civil. But all 
Animoſities, and the various Conteſts, which 
have ſucceeded one another during that ſpace, 
have, to the honour of all Parties, given way 
to the Lane open of Clinety: 


The Loxnpon 1333 continues to 
flouriſh ; the neceſſities of the Poor are admi- 
niſtered to, as tenderly, as ever; and many 
thouſands have been ſent away 3 we 
may hope, to God, and, we may farther hope, 
with a full ſenſe of their Obligation to exert 

| their 
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their health for the benefit of the Commu- 
nity, to which, under God, they owe it. 


With theſe and other obvious Encourage - 
ments to PzRSEVERANCE, which will occur, 
the more we confider the nature and extent 
of this Charity, let us not be miſled from 
the Principle of it, nor harbour àny Paſſion 
or Prejudice, which may induce a Weari- 
neſs in carrying on ſo Chriſtian, Honorable, 
and Beneficial a Deſign. 


To be RICH IN GOOD WokEs is cer 
tainly a more durable Wealth, than any that. 
has ever been acquired in this opulent City; 
and the concurrent Proſperity of our Trade, 
and our Charities, is a ſatisfactory argu- 
ment, that the Wealth of one part of the 
Community has not been diminiſhed by their 
liberal proviſion for the other. 


If 
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If you ſerve God in other inſtances, as 
you have done in this, you need not fear 
the Menaces of public Enemies. A Com- 
munity active in the Service of God and Man- 
kind is not in a deſperate Caſe, It is, on 
the contrary, poſſeſſed of ſuch Symptoms of 
Health and Vigour, as will, under the Divine 
Protection, enable it to tranſmit both the 
Means and the Inclination of doing good to 
the lateſt Poſterity. 
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